PART I

A SKETCH OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY

OF THE ENGLISH NATION DOWN TO

THE REIGN OF EDWARD I

THE English nation is of distinctly Teutonic or German
origin. The Angles, Jutes, and Saxons, who, according to Bede,
furnished the mass of immigrants in the fifth century, were
amongst those tribes of Lower Germany which had been the
least affected by Roman influences. They entered upon a land
whose defenders had forsaken it, and had carried away with
them most of the adventitious civilization which they had
maintained for four hundred years ; whose inhabitants were
enervated and demoralized by long dependence, wasted by
successive pestilences, worn out by the attacks of half-savage
neighbours and by their own suicidal wars ; whose vast forests
and unreclaimed marsh-lands afforded to the new-comers a
comparatively easy conquest, and the means of reproducing at
liberty on new ground the institutions under which they had
lived at home.

This new race was the main stock of our forefathers : sharing
the primaeval German pride of purity of extraction; still regard-
ing the family tie as the basis of social organization ; migrating
in groups of allied and kindred character, and commemorating
the tribal identity in the names they gave to their new settle-
ments ; honouring the women of their nation, and strictly
careful of the distinction between themselves and the tolerated
remnant of their predecessors. The variations of physical and
mental characteristics which in the progress of fourteen
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